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Abstract

Up to ten million people in the United States have lymphedema (LE) and The World Health Organization estimates that there are 250 million people living with the disease globally. However, despite being more prevalent than a host of well-known diseases that affect far fewer people, LE has remained relatively invisible internationally. To change this paradigm, we need to first unravel this mystery. Here we will lay out each obstacle responsible for this state of affairs, consider their relationship to one another, and devise a plan that systematically upends the barriers to lymphedema being the global priority that it deserves to be. 
